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 The San Diego Fire and Rescue 
helicopter will be the initial tenant 
but the heliport is being designed 
and will be used as public use facil-
ity.  The new facility will replace 
the existing heliport located on the 
south side of the airport near Gibbs 

Flying Service.  North-
port, as it will be 
called , will have one 
landing pad that meets 
FAA obstruction clear-
ance requirements and 
three parking  pads.  

    The 1984 Airport 
Master Plan recom-
mended relocation of 
the heliport to the 
north side of the air-
port but environmen-
tally sensitive land 
and the Multiple Habi-
tat Preservation Area 

left few options to locate 
a heliport. 

   The site was identified through 
the Airport Master Plan Update 
study following an environmental 
analysis and airspace obstruction 
analysis. 

Montgomery Field Heliport  
To Be Relocated 

  The San Diego City Council 
has accepted a Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA) 
Airport Improvement Pro-
gram  grant of $350,000 for 
the design and construction 
of a heliport on a parcel of 
land at the northwest corner 
of Montgomery Field Airport.   

    Tracy Means, Director of 
City Airports,, said the de-
sign of the project was re-
cently completed and City 
Council will soon be asked to 
approve the design and au-
thorize the Airports Division 
to advertise for construction 
bids.    
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Gibbs Lease Carried Over 
    Gibbs Flying Service has been an 
anchor tenant on Montgomery Field for 
over 35 years.  The airport was actu-
ally built by Bill Gibbs in 1937.  He 
relocated to Kearny Mesa after his air-
port in National City was destroyed by 
a flood .   

   In 1948, the City of San Diego con-
demned  the property and some sur-

rounding land with the intention of 
using the airport as a replacement for 
Lindbergh Field.  The city paid Gibbs 
$60,000 for the land and $48,000 for 
the improvements he had placed on it.   

   In 1950, the City changed the name 
of the Airport from Gibbs Field to 
Montgomery Field in honor of John J. 
Montgomery, an early aviation pioneer  

 

Area of Proposed Heliport 
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aircraft taking off or intending to 
take off, landing, or intending to 
land. 

   The Airports Team immediately 
launched a Runway Incursion 
Mitigation Plan that included 
adding perimeter fencing, im-
proved lighting, new signs, and 
the distribution of pilot awareness 
information.  The only way for the 
plan to win was for everyone on 
the Team to play.   

  I would like to express apprecia-
tion to Mike Tussey for managing 
construction of the perimeter fenc-
ing,  Bill Dalby for making the 
signs,  Ernie Gesell for managing 
the lighting improvements, Terry 
Price for distributing pilot aware-

ness information, Matt Anderson 
for expediting the Mangaer Re-
ports, Edgar Howell for monitor-
ing and reporting safety concerns, 
Regina Seaton for paying the in-
voices on time, Aubery Major for 
keeping the voluminous Plan pa-
perwork organized, Dora Carrasco 
for keeping the job order numbers 
and time card records accurate, 
and finally to the team members 
at Brown Field who kept me busy 
enough to stay out of the way 
while all this was going on.  Con-
gratulations for a job well done, 
Airports Team! 

Tracy L. Means, AAE 

Airports Director 

  The Western Pacific Region of 
the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion recently awarded a Certifica-
tion of Recognition to Montgomery 
Field Airport for most improved 
runway safety record.   In a letter 
dated February 15, 2000, FAA 
reported that Montgomery Field 
Airport ranked 2nd in the Nation 
only to Los Angeles International 
Airport in runway incursions.  
(NOT complimentary).   

    A runway incursion is a serious 
safety concern and is defined as 
any occurrence at an airport in-
volving an aircraft, vehicle, per-
son, or object on the ground that 
creates a collision hazard or re-
sults in loss of separation with an 

In San Diego County. 

    Gibbs Flying Service is now op-
erated by Buzz Gibbs, son of Bill 
Gibbs.  This family  business is a 
full service fixed base operator 
providing aircraft hangars and tie 
downs, fueling, maintenance and 
other aviation support services.             

    The Gibbs leasehold occupies 24 
acres and is home to  255 aircraft 
in hangars and tie down spaces.  
It is also the home of the San 
Diego Police Air Support Unit and 
a number of flying clubs and flight 
schools. 

    Gibbs was recently advised by 
the City that his lease was expir-
ing on May 31. 2005.  Many  cus-
tomers of the popular flying ser-
vice were concerned that the City 
had unfairly terminated the Gibbs 
lease.  Tracy Means, Airports Di-
rector, explained that the lease 
had expired on its own terms.  It 
was originally a twenty year lease 
with three five-year options that 
have all been exercised.   

    According to Will Griffith, City 
Real Estates Assets Director, the 
airport was not maximizing its 
return on the 35 year old lease 
and he now intends to publish a 
Request for Proposals (RFP) to 
invite interested responders to 
submit ideas for re-developing the 
site.  Griffith said he hopes Gibbs 
will respond to the RFP like any 
other interested party.    

    The City has reached an agree-
ment with Gibbs to hold over his 
current lease for a minimum of 
one year while the City prepares  
and publishes an RFP for the site.       

   City officials are not in a hurry 
to issue the RFP.  They are study-
ing the issue to decide if the RFP 
will be only  for the Gibbs lease-
hold  or will include other vacant 
acreage adjacent to  the site.   

FAA Recognizes Montgomery Safety Effort 
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    The weather terminal, supplied 
by Meteorlogix and linked via sat-
ellite, allows pilots to get up-to-
the minute detailed weather for 
the entire fifty states as well as 
view satellite depictions of the 
Pacific, Atlantic and Gulf regions.   
Some of the features include, live 
NexRad radar, Satellite weather, 
weather outlooks, METAR and 

   After many years, the empty 
Brown Field flight planning room 
has come to life.   Sporting a state 
of the art weather and flight plan-
ning computer as well as direct 
line to the San Diego Flight Ser-
vice Station it has become the pri-
mary flight planning resource for 
local pilots as well as transient 
pilots. 

route briefings defined by the user 
and the ability to print out a hard 
copy are just some of the features 
that have made this a very popular 
item at the airport. 

      Along side the terminal is a di-
rect dial phone to the local Flight 
Service (FSS).   From here pilots 
can receive a verbal weather brief-
ing as well as file a flight plan. 

Summer Noise Reminder for Pilots 

Brown Field Has New Flight Planning Room 

    The Royal Highlands  neighbor-
hood experiences many  low flying 
aircraft.  This small residential 
area lies about two thirds of a 
mile to the west of the airport and 
just south of the runway 28L ex-
tended centerline.  To avoid flying 
directly over the Royal Highlands 
neighborhood, maintain runway 
heading until reaching 1,200 feet 
for single engine or 2,000 feet for 
twins and turbines before making 
any left turn.  This goes for IFR 
departures, also.  IFR departures 
that turn to the assigned heading 
of 270 immediately after takeoff 
will fly right over Royal High-

lands.  Be a good neighbor and 
avoid overflights of this neighbor-
hood whenever possible. 

   Most noise complaints in the 
last year have been a result of 
helicopter operations over the 
Serra Mesa community.  Helicop-
ter operators are reminded to fly 
freeway routes whenever possible, 
and when approaching the airport 
from the east or west, remain 
north of Aero Drive to avoid over 
flying residential areas at low alti-
tude.  Fly a high profile approach 
when possible. 

   Summertime means lots of sun-
shine and long days with plenty of 
daytime VFR weather.  Pilots are 
reminded that the nighttime air-
port noise limit of 70 decibels at 
Montgomery Field is in effect from 
11:30 p.m. until 6:30 a.m. every 
day.  Most aircraft departing from 
Runway 28 Left or Right are not 
expected to meet that limit.  Even 
though the FAA tower opens at 
6:00 a.m., the nighttime noise 
limit is still in effect for another 
half hour. Please plan all depar-
tures after 6:30 a.m. to avoid a 
citation.  Fines associated with a 
citation range from $50 to $250. 
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Brown Field Paving 

   Phil Miller, Operations Man-
ager at Brown Field Airport is 
advising all airport users that a 
pavement rehabilitation project 
is taking place during the month 
of July.  All of the aircraft oper-
ating surfaces are being slurry 
sealed and re-striped.  Please 
check airport notices for runway 
and taxiway closures.  Pilots are 
reminded to watch for construc-
tion vehicles. 

   Miller expects the project to be 
completed by July 31 

    Brown Field will soon replace 
all of its outdated lighting and 
signage with new equipment. The 
design for the rehabilitation of 
the lighting, signage, and electri-
cal vault is nearly complete, ac-
cording to Phil Miller, Brown 
Field Operations Manager.   

    Actual construction is not ex-
pected before 2006.  Pilots will be 
kept informed of any runway clo-
sures and construction activity. 

Lighting Upgrade 
At Brown Field 

City Gets its Own 
Helicopter 

   Just  ten days after the San 
Diego Fire Rescue Department 
introduced its new Bell 212 fire 
fighting and rescue helicopter, it 
was called into service to battle a 
wildfire in the Tierrasanta com-
munity.   

   The $4 million Copter 1 was 
purchased with the help of private 
contributions and is based at 
Montgomery Field.  It replaces a 
similar helicopter that had been 
leased by the City for the past 
three years.   



How to Reach Us 
 

Montgomery Field 
Administration . . .  858-573-1427 
Operations. . . . . . . 858-573-1440 
Noise Complaints. .858-573-1436 
Property Issues . . . 619-236-7073 

 
Brown Field 

Administration . . .  858-573-1427 
Operations. . . . . . .  619-424-0455 
Property Issues . . .  619-236-7073 

Flight Times   
Flight Times is published by the City of San 

Diego, Airports Division. 
Tracy L. Means, AAE  Director 

       Terry Price, Editor  

The User Group could be a flying 
club or other aviation organization 
that operates out of Montgomery 
Field.      

   The twelve-member Committee 
meets monthly on the second Tues-
day of month from 3:00 p.m. to 5 
p.m. in the Montgomery Field air-
port conference room.  Meetings are 
open to the public.  Anyone who is 
interested in serving a four year 
term on the committee is asked to 
submit a letter of interest and 
qualifications to: 

     Tracy L. Means  
     Airports Director 
     3750 John J. Montgomery Drive 
     San Diego, CA. 92123 

   The City of San Diego Airports 
Advisory Committee serves to ad-
vise the City Manager on issues 
that affect the City’s two general 
aviation airports, Montgomery and 
Brown Fields.   Committee mem-
bers represent airport user groups, 
airport tenants, community plan-
ning groups in the vicinity of the 
both airports; and there are three 
positions for members with special 
expertise that would benefit the 
committee.    

     At press time there were three 
vacancies on the committee.  The 
current vacancies are for  represen-
tatives of the Clairemont Mesa  
Planning Committee, the Otay 
Mesa Planning Group and a Mont-
gomery Field Airport User Group.  

Vacancies on Airport 
Advisory Committee 
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FLIGHT TIMES 
City of San Diego 
Airports Division 
3750 John J. Montgomery Drive 
San Diego, CA 92123 

-  FROM THE DIRECTOR - 

I  hope you have enjoyed this issue of FLIGHT TIMES, a 
just “plane” user friendly newsletter for Montgomery and 
Brown Field Airport customers, neighbors, and friends.  
The purpose of the newsletter is to provide timely and inter-
esting information to those who live, work, and play near 
the City’s airports.  We welcome your questions, com-
ments , and suggestions about its contents.                  

Tracy L. Means, AAE,  Airports Director 
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